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 The Honors College Racing Crew (HCRC) was founded in late 2016 with the goal 
of racing in the 60th Annual Purdue Grand Prix. The Purdue Grand Prix Founda-
tion puts on one of the most memorable and largest events on Purdue Universi-
ty’s campus every single year. The event draws in over 4,000 spectators in April 
with over 50 organizations trying every year to make the 50-mile, 160 lap main 
feature.  

 The team, created by Purdue Honors College students, put together an impres-
sive 5th place finish in the field of 33 in our first year and a 7th place our second 
year. Since then, the team has had the opportunity to develop and diversify into 
one of only a few co-ed teams on the track, bringing in members with different 
and new ideas and background. Every member is eager to learn and participate 
in the 4 sub-teams: Public Relations, Engineering, Data, and Race Strategy. The 
team has also doubled in size and is now able to race two competitive karts. 

Last year, the team was able to purchase a second kart to accommodate for the 
team’s impressive growth and to better showcase the team’s new experience 
and talent. The first kart was kept similarly competitive by adjusting the chassis 
setup as well as installing a custom data collection system designed and created 
entirely by members of HCRC.  

 This year, HCRC is looking to continue putting success on the track while repre-
senting the Purdue Honors College, a group of young scholars and leaders who 
illustrate Purdue’s best in and out of the classroom.  

 Our success, diversity, and growth would not be possible without the generous 
help of sponsors, partners, and students who dedicate time and effort to the 
team. Our goal is to continue to find innovative ways to become a better team 
and to continue fielding karts that provide our drivers with the best chance of 
winning the Purdue Grand Prix. We are excited that you are considering becom-
ing a part of our team, and we look forward to working with you. 
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The Purdue Grand Prix Foundation has been the sanctioning body of the Pur-
due Grand Prix since 1965 with the motto of “students helping students”. The 
primary function of the foundation is to raise at least $10,000 annually for 
scholarships for Purdue students.  

Besides raising money for Purdue scholarships, the foundation works  year-
round to host the biggest annual event on Purdue’s campus. The Purdue Grand 
Prix race consists of a 33 kart field, with each kart representing a different or-
ganization on Purdue’s campus. Teams consist of residence halls, engineering 
clubs/associations, and fraternity houses… just to name a few.  

The foundation describes the overall program as “a way for engineering stu-
dents at Purdue to exercise their skills, knowledge, and enthusiasm.” Yet, the 
vast array of skills needed to run a successful team goes well beyond engineer-
ing skills. Each team consists of a seven member crew, although most teams 
have many more students behind the scenes. Management, communication,  
financial, and computer science skills are all components to running the 50+ 
teams that try every year to make the 160 lap/50 mile race. 

Drawing in over  4,000 spectators every April, The “Greatest Spectacle in Col-
lege Racing” is a race built on Boilermaker pride, enthusiasm, and skills. 
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HCRC is broken down into 4 sub-teams that are beneath our executive 
board.  

Executive Board 

The executive board is comprised of the Director,  

Assistant Director, two Crew Chiefs, and Chief Technical Officer. 

Public Relations/Operations 

Responsibilities include: Financial 
budgets, sponsorship, team    
communication, social media, and 
our website. 

Engineering 

Responsibilities include: kart re-
pairs, CAD, 3D printing, and      
developing new ways and parts to 
improve the kart. 

Data 

Responsibilities include: Establish-
ing a data collection program 
with the proper sensors, code, 
and programs on the kart to 
make kart dynamics decisions. 

Race Strategy 

Responsibilities include: Finding 
ways to improve communication 
on and off the track, driver strate-
gy, pit stops, kart repairs, etc. 

Contact us with any inquiry: 

Director: Tyler Meyer at meyer288@purdue.edu or (440) 241-7548 

Assistant Director: Presley Armes at parmes@purdue.edu or (765) 603-0089 

Sponsorship Rep: Trevor Ladner at tladner@purdue.edu or (785) 760-6662 
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 The 2018-2019 was an exciting year for HCRC—a year of hard work, determi-
nation, and growth. It began in the fall when numerous new members joined 
the team. Fresh new talent, paired with experienced veteran members, allowed 
HCRC to expand its knowledge base and success with the kart. As a result, the 
team was able to purchase a new kart to race two competitive karts and show-
case the team’s new experience and talent. Each member worked hard to 
make both karts trophy worthy.  

 When April arrived, drivers Matt Guido and Tyler Meyer strapped in and 
showed their dedication to win by consistently improving with each practice. 
This drive for success allowed both Matt and Tyler to qualify for the 62nd run-
ning of the Purdue Grand Prix.  

 Come race day, HCRC was more than ready to see our hard work on the track. 
While both karts and the team showed the ability to place within the top 10, 
due to an unforeseen and unavoidable accident, the first kart was taken out of 
the race on lap 14 with a snapped headrest. The second kart was pitted due to 
a belt error and clutch engagement issues. The team was able to show its ded-
ication by working together for 20 laps to resolve the issues and was able to 
send the kart back out, leading to impressive lap times and an overall 20th 
place finish. This highlights on the team’s dedication to continually improve 
and work nonstop to provide karts that are completive and team members 
that are willing to learn and improve upon mistakes. 
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This is the tentative schedule for the upcoming season.  

August 26 - Club callouts 
September 2 - First official meeting / Whiteland Prep 
September 7 - Whiteland #1  
September 21 - Whiteland #2 
October 19 - Whiteland Turkey Race 
October 28 - Announce Race Day Team 
April 4 - Rookie Practice 
April 7-11, 14-17 - Practice 
April 18 - Qualifying 
April 25 - 63rd Purdue GP 

 
 

Goals for the season: 

1. Gain advanced karting knowledge 

2. Establish a proficient data collection program for both karts 

3. Replace the first kart with a new, more competitive kart 

4. Reach out to new partnerships for continued success 

5. Expand our sub-teams with the talent and tools to be successful 

6. Win the 63rd Purdue Grand Prix 
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With any level of partnership, our team would love to host you for a visit. 
Come see Purdue, our shop, and even our kart in action! 

Bronze Level ($100-250): 

 Name on our website and literature 

 Small logo on t-shirt 

Silver Level ($250-500): 
 Two complimentary race tickets 

 Small logo on kart 

 Small logo on t-shirt 

 Name on our website and literature 

Gold Level ($500-1000): 
 Five complimentary race tickets 

 Medium logo on kart 

 Medium logo on t-shirt 

 Name on our website and literature 

 Full article on our website 

Platinum Level ($1000+): 
 Five complimentary race tickets 

 Large logo on kart 

 Large logo on t-shirt 

 Name on our website and literature 

 Full article on our website 

 Corporate banner displayed at track on race day (if provided) 
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We really appreciate your interest and time. We ask that all partnerships be 
finalized by March 1, 2020.    

Please contact our sponsorship representative, Trevor Ladner 
(tladner@purdue.edu or 785-760-6662) for more information, details, or to 

partner with us for the upcoming year! 

hcracingcrew facebook.com/purduehcrc 

www.hcracingcrew.wixsite.com/hcrc 


